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ChristmasParisin

From special 
holiday 
cuisine at the 
Marché de 
Noël to ice 
skating at the 
Eiff el Tower, 
French capital 
glows with 
festive spirit

MHAIRRI WOODHALL
FOR THE VANCOUVER SUN

My childhood mem-
ories of Christmas 
are as foolishly 
sentimental as any 
Hallmark holiday 

classic. I loved everything about 
this time of year, from the school 
concerts, homemade baking and 
holiday crafts to the predictable 
Canadian Tire commercials and 
fabulous Woodward’s window 
displays. Christmas Eve seemed 
never-ending to me, as I would 
awaken each hour until 5:30 a.m. 
when I felt it was reasonable to 
wake the rest of my family.  

While my excitement for the 
season has faded over the years, 
I still yearn for the togetherness 
and childlike spirit that emerges 
during the holidays. With my 
family spread out across the 
country, I decided that a trip 
to Paris might be just what I 
needed to rekindle the joy I 
have always felt the night before 
Christmas. 

City of Light
With its ornate window dis-

plays, bustling Christmas mar-
kets, outdoor skating rinks and 
delicious holiday fare, the City 
of Light shines even brighter 
during the Christmas season. 
There is something very spe-
cial about visiting a city during 
a time when love and merriment 
emanates from its core. When 
I first set my eyes on Paris cov-
ered in a dusting of snow and all 
aglow from the twinkling holi-
day lights, the nostalgic feelings 
I had from Christmases past 
came flooding back. Fuelled with 
piping hot café au lait and but-
tery croissants, I took Paris by 
storm to tour its famed holiday 
attractions.

ONLINE 

Flooding spreads
High tides have flooded 
Venice, leading Venetians and 
tourists to don high boots and 
use wooden walkways to cross 
St. Mark’s Square.

INSIDE | I3

Captivating choices
Steve Whysall is putting together two 
exceptional back-to-back tours — one 
to Rome and southern Italy, the other 
to the sunny romantic southern 
France. 

INSIDE | I6

Paradise found
Travellers wanting to escape the 
busier islands of the idyllic South 
Pacific could consider the small island 
country of Niue for relaxation and 
local connections.

CONTINUED ON I2

CURT WOODHALL/SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Departures from Vancouver. Prices are based on roundtrip in economy. Fares shown are valid from November 3 to 5, 2012, from $589 to $1599 for departures on selected dates from November,
2012 to January, 2013. Fares may vary according to destination and departure dates. Prices are valid on new individual bookings only. Taxes and fees (ATSC, airport fees, insurance, fuel
surcharges) where applicable, are included. Limited seats available at the prices indicated. Flights operated by Air Transat and sold by Transat Tours Canada Inc BC reg # 2454. *Gatwick aiport.

contactyourtravelagentairtransat.ca

fall/ winter departures
roundtrip flights starting atsouth & europe $1599great christmasdeals fromOur pride

Your joy

AirTrAnsATisproudTobenAmed
The2012World’sbestleisureairline

includes all Taxes & fees includes all Taxes & fees includes all Taxes & fees includes all Taxes & fees

$589 $799 $889 $949
novemBeR novemBeR januaRy decemBeR

los cabos london* manzanillo london*

Conditions apply, see main ad for details.

Calgary
Christmas

from
$439

Toronto
Christmas

from
$762

1 866 967 5402

INCLUDES Roundtrip airfare.

.

Conditions apply, see main ad for details.

1 866 967 5402

Hawaii
Air + 2 Nights + 13-Night Cruise

from
$1789

INCLUDES airfare, Waikiki accom and cruise sailing
Honolulu to Vancouver visiting Kauai, Maui & Hawaii.

.
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Marché de Noël

Adopted from 14th century 
Germany, Parisian Christmas 
markets have become a beloved 
holiday tradition for locals and 
visitors alike. Each year around 
the third week of November 
hundreds of quaint wooden 
chalets synonymous with Mar-
ché de Noël appear to com-
mence the Christmas season. 
From handcrafted wooden toys 
and glass ornaments to leather 
goods and textiles, the markets 
are the perfect place to select 
special gifts and mementoes for 
friends and family back home. 
My greatest pleasure however 
came from the yummy French 
delicacies on offer. The vin 
chaud chalet was always my first 
stop for a cup of spicy mulled 
wine to keep the winter’s chill at 
bay. Sipping my piping hot elixir 
I would peruse the fine holiday 
fare. Dry cured sausages, soft-
rind cheeses, quiches, pastries, 
baguettes, Nutella crepes, con-
fectionaries, chocolate, loose-
leaf tea and roasted chestnuts 
all artfully displayed to seduce 
the senses. Food fanatics will 
favour the market at the Mont-
parnasse Tower for regional gas-
tronomic specialties; however 
the Champs-Elysées market on 
the world’s most beautiful ave-
nue is a visual masterpiece with 
storybook chalets, thousands of 
glittering lights and an illumi-
nated ferris wheel.

Outdoor skating
There is something terribly 

romantic about the notion of 
outdoor skating. Paris ampli-
fies the romance. 

Imagine, if you will, the 
swishing sound of skates glid-
ing along the ice, couples skat-
ing mitt-in-mitt, fragrant cups 
of vin chaud and the City of 
Light as your backdrop. This 
is all possible from the Eiffel 
Tower ice rink, situated on the 
first floor 52 metres above the 
French capital. 

For those with an aversion 
to heights — or long lineups 

— Paris also offers ground-floor 
festive skating experiences. 
Steps from the Eiffel Tower, 
the open-air rink at Place de la 
Trocadero Christmas Market 
is free of charge and provides 
outstanding views of the city’s 
greatest landmark. 

One of the larger rinks is in 
front of the architecturally 
spectacular hotel de ville, Par-
is’s city hall located in the his-
toric Marais district. Home to 
must-see attractions and galler-
ies such as the Picasso Museum 
and a burgeoning fashion and 
food scene, the Marais neigh-
bourhood blends 14th century 
opulence with trendsetting 
style. 

Many of Paris’s treasured 
attractions dress for the holi-
days with extravagant displays 
of light and decor. 

Lights, bows, wreaths
For more than half a century 

the city’s two most glamorous 
department stores, Printemps 
and Galeries Lafayette on Bou-
levard Haussmann, have com-
peted to outshine one another 
with glamour and glitz. Elabo-
rate light and window displays 
draw shoppers inside to a fan-
tasy land of lavish ornaments, 
shimmering lights and, in Gal-
eries Lafayette, a 20-metre tall 
Christmas tree displayed under 
the exquisite Belle Époque 
stained-glass dome. Another 
beautifully decorated tower-
ing tree is found in the court-
yard outside of Notre-Dame. 
While the cathedral’s gothic 
architecture and stained glass 
windows are an amazing sight 
in any season, a visit in the 
month of December offers spe-
cial touches including a nativity 
scene and Christmas concerts. 
A Seine River cruise is an excel-
lent way to experience much of 
the city’s holiday finery. Yachts 
de Paris offers an intimate six-
course dinner cruise prepared 
by the 2 Star Michelin Chef 
Guy Krenzer. The Eiffel Tower, 
Notre-Dame and hotel de ville 
are just a few of the iconic 

monuments the boutique lux-
ury yacht passes on its cruise 
through the heart of Paris. 

Insider information
There are countless museums 

and world-famous attractions 
in Paris, which can pack quite 
a punch on the pocket book 
in terms of cost. Purchasing a 
two-, four- or six-day Paris Pass 
before your trip is a great way 
of planning your itinerary while 
enjoying significant savings. An 
adult pass ranges from €105 
to €186 (about $135 to $240 
Cdn) and includes an exten-
sive 120-page guidebook, two-
day hop-on hop-off bus tour, a 
Metro card good for unlimited 
travel throughout Paris, Seine 
River cruise, French wine tast-
ing as well as access to upward 
of 75 museums and attractions 
including Notre-Dame Cathe-
dral, Palace of Versailles, Mont-
parnasse Tower, Paris Opera 

House, Pantheon, Arc de Tri-
omphe and the Louvre. 

Booking a hotel in Paris may 
be daunting. I chose the contem-
porary 46-room Color Design 
Hotel in the Bastille district for 
its central location and reason-
ably priced accommodations. 
Color Design is only 650 metres 

from a Metro stop, a 15-minute 
walk from the Gare de Lyon, 
one of Paris’s largest train sta-
tions, and borders the ultracool 
Marais neighbourhood. The 
modern, minimalist rooms have 
extremely comfortable beds, 
include free Wi-Fi and start 
from just €104 a night, which is 
an absolute steal in Paris. 

My final recommendation for 
visiting Paris in the winter is be 
sure to dress for the weather. 
The city’s beauty is equalled 

by its chilly temperature, espe-
cially when the winds pick up 
over the Seine. Hats, gloves, 
scarves, warm socks and weath-
erproof shoes are a must to sus-
tain long hours touring Paris. 
If the weather proves to be too 
much, frequent stops at cosy 
patisseries, cafes and bars are 
a lovely way to temper the cold 
and sample holiday cuisine. 

For additional destination 
information, visit 
www.arrivalstravel.com.

The Marché de Noël features roasted chestnuts.

Outdoor ice skating — either on the first floor of the Eiffel Tower or at the Place de la Trocadero Christmas Market — is popular.

Shoppers check out the merchandise at the Marché de Noël.
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jerryvandyke.com • journeys@jerryvandyke.com
We are registered with TICO. Registration #2069734.

2012 Fall Reunions & Travel Shows
Quality. Value. Peace of Mind.

Join us for an informal, free information session and learn
more about our unique journeys. Visit with our guests and
ask them why they return year after year.

Friend Referral Rewards – bring a friend!

Sun. Nov. 4 at 2 pm Vancouver
Fairmont Hotel Vancouver 900West Georgia

1-800-265-8174

1-866-298-7514 canadianaffair.ca
Lowest fare shown & subject to availability. Flights with Air Transat. Prices include all taxes & surcharges. Fares are available

for selected dates in Nov-Dec 2012. Terms & conditions apply. Reg in BC #2454

all-in
pricing

LEATHER SEATS • GENEROUS ECONOMY LEG ROOM • CHILD DISCOUNTS • CLUB CLASS UPGRADES

One Way fr $299 including all taxes & fees. Call for Details.

DIRECT NONSTOP FLIGHTS TO
VANCOUVER TO THE UK

$749
London

November - Roundtrip
INCLuDes aLL Taxes & Fees

$949
London

December - Roundtrip
INCLuDes aLL Taxes & Fees

$1299
London

xmas - Roundtrip
INCLuDes aLL Taxes & Fees

To advertise in this Directory, contact Tracy Catterall at 604-605-2489 tcatterall@sunprovince.com OR
Jenny Fairley at 604-605-2662 jfairley@sunprovince.com

UKRAINE 2013

Apr 28 June 9 Aug 11 Sept 22

16-Day ALL-INCLUSIVE small-group tours
Quality hotels....English-speaking guides

Vancouver/Victoria: $5625,
Edtn/Calg: $5525,

Sktn/Reg $5425, Wpg $5325,
Toronto $5225

ALL TAxES & SURChARgES
($630) INCLUDED

Toll-free 1-888-269-3013
Info & photos:

www.toursToUkraine.ca

866-429-2207
cahiltylodge.com

Call now for DETAILS

Stay & Ski
3 nights stay + 2 days of skiing

From $245.00/pp*
*Per person, dbl occ, plus taxes

some restrictions apply

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA
Classic Desert Vacation Rentals & Realty

Toll Free 1-877-827-3529
www.classicdesert.com

1, 2 or 3 Bedroom
Condos or Homes

Golf, Tennis, Pools & Spas
Fine Desert Dining
& Great Shopping

NEXUS HOLIDAYS
vancouver@nexusholidays.com www.nexusholidays.ca

Upcoming China Tour Presentation
Air & Land package includes Int’l Flights from Vancouver and Accomodations, Meals, Admission and Transportation

RSVP for more Details

Some restrictions may apply. Nexus Holidays reserves the right to change the promotion anytime.

China and Asia Promotions
10 DAY CHINA SHOPPING TOUR
BEIJING, SHANGHAI, SUZHOU, WUXI, HANGZHOU
2013: Mar 9, 23, Apr 6, 20, May 4, 18, Jun 8, 22, Jul 6, 20, Aug 10, 24, Sep 7, 21, Oct 5, 19, Nov 2, 16

15 DAY CLASSIC CHINA & YANGTZE RIVER
BEIJING, XIAN, YANGTZE RIVER, SHANGHAI, WUXI, SUZHOU
2013: Mar 20, Apr 3, Apr 17, May 1, May 15, Sep 4, Sep 11, Sep 18, Oct 9, Oct 23, Nov 6w

16 DAY HIGHLIGHTS OF VIETNAM& CAMBODIA
HANOI, HOALU, TAM COC, HALONG, HUE, HAI ANN, SAIGON, CUCHI, ANKOR WAT, PHNOM PENH
2013: Jan 25, Feb 15, Mar 8, Apr 12, May 17, Sep 20, Oct 18, Nov 08 (Optional Hong Kong)

$2399

HANOI, HOALU, TAM COC, HALONG, HUE, HAI ANN, SAIGON, CUCHI, ANKOR WAT, PHNOM PENH

$3699

From

From

+TAX $480

+ TAX $480

Unbelievable Price$299 Land
Only

604-247-1788

(Book by Nov. 30, 2012)

www.grandselect.com
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China Yangtze 16 Day 5 Star Tour
From C$4,890 for two

Shanghai, Suzhou, Zhujiajiao, Wuhan,
Yichang,Yangtze Cruise (MS Yangtze No. 2),

Chongquing, Xian, Beijing
2013 - Mar. 19, Apr. 8, May 8 & 29, Jul. 24,
Sept. 9, 18 & 25. Oct. 9, 16, 23 & 30. Nov. 6

Indochina - Vietnam & Cambodia
17-Day Deluxe Tour
2013 - Jan. 16. Feb. 20

C$ 200.00 Early Bird Discount Per Person
Guaranteed Departure, Fully escorted from

Vancouver

Two for One Special!

Upgrade to Brand New MV President No. 7 &
No. 8 starting in April 2013

C$100.00 Early Bird Discount Per Package
Guaranteed Departure, Fully escorted from

Vancouver

CHINA STAR HOLIDAY
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