
Tofino has almost
everything:
tranquility, dramatic
landscapes,
towering trees and
the pounding surf
that has earned it 
rave reviews 

BY MHAIRRI CUTHBERT
Special to The Okanagan Sunday

F
or a quintessential
Canadian west-coast 
experience, there is no
better destination then

Tofino, on the northern tip of
Vancouver Island.  

Rated as the Best Surf Town on
the continent by U.S. Outdoor
Magazine, Tofino offers a wide 
assortment of athletic and eco-ac-
tivities, which are complemented
by delicious locally-inspired cui-
sine and extraordinary scenery.  

Protected by the Pacific Rim
National Park Reserve, the Tofino
area is both tranquil and dramatic
with a landscape of towering
coastal spruces and firs, rocky
shorelines and seemingly endless
beaches.  

A wonderful way to experience
Tofino’s majestic beauty and fa-
miliarize oneself with the area is
by taking a scenic seaplane tour
with Alteao River Air. The lush
green rainforests, abundance of
small surrounding islands, jagged
shoreline cliffs and incredible
turquoise waters of Clayoquot
Sound are simply amazing from
an aerial perspective.  

Shallow seas and temperate
rainforests support a plethora of
wildlife, which adds to the magic
of the Tofino area and is a large
draw for tourists.  

Depending on the season visi-
tors might see black bears, black-
tail deer, marmots, bald eagles,
various seabirds, otters, sea lions,
harbour seals, and killer, gray,
sperm, hump-backed and blue
whales.   

Browning Pass Charters, operat-
ed by long-time Tofino resident
Captain Mike, offers a variety of
leisurely Bear and Wildlife
Watching boat cruises that ex-
plore the calm inlet waters of
Clayoquot Sound. Cruises depart
only once daily, with times de-
pending on season and tides, so it
is recommended to reserve in ad-
vance as seats are limited and fill
up quickly.  

Guided whale watching tours
are another hugely popular activi-
ty in Tofino in the spring, summer
and fall months.  West Coast
Aquatic Safaris departs three
times a day to the open waters in
search of Gray and Killer whales
in March through October, and
Humpback whales in the summer.  

A more active option for explor-
ing Clayoquot Sound is by kayak-
ing through the numerous inlets
and bays. Guided and self-guided
tours, as well as lessons, are avail-
able through Remote Passages
Marine Excursions and Tofino
Kayaking.  

Surfing has become ingrained in
Tofino’s culture and it is nearly
impossible to walk on the beach
without seeing someone clad head
to toe in black neoprene with a
board tucked under arm. For the
courageous who wish to brave the
cold and try out this somewhat ad-
dictive sport there are numerous

surf shops offering rentals and les-
sons for all ages.  If the icy cold
waters are not appealing, bundle
up, grab a beach chair and enjoy
the show. 

The exceptional culinary scene
is yet another reason to visit this
quaint surf-town that is big on
fresh local seafood and mouth-wa-
tering cuisine.

SoBo, defined as sophisticated
bohemian, could well be the best
restaurant in Tofino. House
favourites are the Vancouver
Island Shrimp Cake with Crab,
and the beautifully flavoured
Bouillabaisse, a saffron tomato
based broth overflowing with lo-
cally caught seafood.  

For an intimate environment
with seasonal and local fare, the
dining room at Shelter Restaurant
offers an extensive wine list and
scrumptious dishes including
Seafood Yellow Thai Curry and
Macadamia Nut Crusted Pacific
Halibut.  

Another wonderful option is to
take the scenic 20-minute drive to
Ucluelet to dine in the cozy wine
bar atmosphere of Norwoods.
Highlights of the restaurant’s
flawless cuisine include the Local
Seafood Trio of Crab Chowder,
Grilled Octopus and Tempura
Prawns, Pappadam Crusted
Pacific Albacore Tuna with Ponzu
Vinaigrette and the sinfully deli-
cious Pumpkin Crème Brulee.
There are also many grab and go
options in Tofino, including Tuff
Beans, Breakers Deli, and
Common Loaf Bakeshop, which
all serve fast, fresh and reason-
ably priced breakfasts and lunch-
es.  

Accommodation options in the
Tofino area range from pup tents
to five-star West Coast luxury liv-
ing, and everything in between.
Booking beachfront accommoda-
tion is a must as there is nothing
better than early morning beach-
combing with coffee in-hand.  

The Pacific Sands Resort deluxe
oceanfront villas, with kitchens
equipped to prepare gourmet
meals, offer expansive ocean
views and are steps from the 

romantic boardwalk stroll to
Sunset Point. If five-star beach-
front accommodations with cozy
home comforts are more appeal-
ing, the Long Beach Lodge, which
includes a scrumptious compli-
mentary breakfast with house-
baked granola and gooey cinna-
mon buns, is perfect.  

A uniquely urban alternative is
found in neighbouring Ucluelet at
the ultra-modern Black Rock
Oceanfront Resort. Perched on a
jagged point overlooking the
crashing waves of the Pacific,

Black Rock features chic decor,
the award-winning Drift Spa, and
artisan-inspired fine dining
restaurant Fetch.  

Tofino provides year-round 
appeal, and spring and fall offer
better pricing without having to
sacrifice too much in terms of
weather and available amenities.   

Weather can change on a dime,
in any season, so be sure to pack
warm clothes and rain gear, al-
though most of the higher-end
properties provide bright yellow
slickers if you forget your own.

Jasper Park Lodge Spring Fling: Apr 4 $975
Easter at the Banff Springs Hotel: Apr 22 $950
San Diego to Vancouver Cruise: May 2 $1710
Disney’s Mary Poppins in Seattle: May 14 $495
Seattle Theatre Weekend: May 20 $795
Kimberly Accordian Festival: July 4 $870
Vancouver Island Toe to Tip: May 26 $2060
Ireland: June 1 $5095
Natural Wonders of Iceland: June 3 $6250

Travel - new places, experiences and fun

Kelowna 250-762-3435 • Penticton 250-493-1255 • Vernon 250-545-9197

Visit our booth at the Kelowna Home Show
Feb 25-27 at Prospera Place

4-Currency ATM available 24/7

Thomas Cook
Formerly My Travel

250-861-8000
Toll Free: 1-888-861-8001

2067 Enterprise Way, Kelowna
Last Minute Specials by email or fax

OPEN: MON-FRI 9AM-5:30PM
SAT 10AM-3PM

ATM available 24/7
100+ currencies!
Order in store, 

next day delivery!
*Restrictions apply. Delivery fee for currency orders. THOMAS COOK ACTS SOLELY AS AGENTS FOR THE SUPPLIERS. PRICES ARE THE LOWEST LEAD IN PRICE FOR EACH DESTINATION. GENERALLY BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY. TAX & S/C NOT INCLUDED. BAG LIMIT OF 44 LBS. MAX 2 BAGS. VALID PASSPORT REQUIRED FOR TRAVEL
OUTSIDE OF CANADA. ALL VISA REQUIREMENTS MUST BE VERIFIED BY THE CLIENT. PRICES ARE DATE RESTRICTED SUBJECT TO CHANGE & VALID ON NEW BOOKINGS ONLY. BOOKINGS ARE NONREFUNDABLE AND NONCHANGEABLE SUBJECT TO THE TERMS OF THE TOUR OPERATORS BROCHURE. *ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO
RESTRICTIVE TERMS AND CONDITIONS AND MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO ALL PRODUCT SOLD. **Departures from Kelowna unless specified. Kelowna departures may require aircraft change/overnight. Cruises, lead-in category, per person. Restrictions apply. CALL FOR DETAILS. BC REG. #25267.  EMAIL: vacation@thomascook.ca

LAS VEGAS $674
4H - from Kelowna incl tax

LONDON & PARIS $1249
8 days from Vancouver

HONOLULU $1324
3 H - 9 nights from Kelowna incl tax

MAUI $1522
3H - 10 nights from Kelowna incl tax

COOK ISLANDS $2176
26 days from Vancouver

THAILAND $2499
12 nights, 25 meals from Vancouver

Air & Hotel All-Inclusives
1 Week

All-Inclusives
2 Weeks

Cruises
PANAMA $787
4H - from Vancouver

RIVIERA NAYARIT $807
4H - from Kelowna

LOS CABOS $849
4H - from Kelowna

PUERTO VALLARTA $897
4H - from Kelowna

IXTAPA $1363
4H - from Kelowna incl tax

JAMAICA $1396
4+H - from Kelowna

RIVIERA NAYARIT $1287
4H - from Kelowna

VARADERO $1457
4H - from Vancouver

PUERTO VALLARTA $1467
4H - from Kelowna

CANCUN $1678
4H - from Kelowna

MAYAN RIVIERA $2168
4+H - from Kelowna

CAYO SANTA MARIA, CUBA $2213
4H - from Kelowna

Cruise French Polynesia
WITH JOHN-MICHEL COUSTEAU

Balcony From $4839
10 Nights Cruise Only

May 25 or June 21, 2011

Australia & New Zealand
Starting from US $1549

Celebrity Cruise “Complimentary Gratuities”
Book by Feb. 28 • 12 nights Cruise Only

FEBRUARY 20, 2011
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Tofino: West Coast wonder
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The beautiful bays and coastline around Tofino on Vancouver Island become become clear from a float plane.
Driftwood li tters tranquil Chesterman Beach in Tofino, right.
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